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Joseph Zilber 

This month, real estate magnate 
and philanthropist Joseph Zilber 
will turn 90. He has much to cele- 
brate. The son of Eastern European 
immigrants began building his 
Towne Realty empire after he was 
rejected for a job at a law firm in 
1941. He took a job with George 
Bockl, a local real estate developer, 
and learned the art of the deal 
Zilber went on to build houses, 
own businesses and office build- 
ings and invest in profitable ven 
tures both large and small. But all of 
that seems to pale in comparison to 
what he’s accomplishing now. He’s 
spearheading the renovation of the 
brewery complex on the former 
Pabst site, which no doubt will 
transform the surrounding neigh- 
borhoods. He's also giving away 
large portions of his wealth via his 
$50 million “New Potential for 
Milwaukee” initiative. That gift 
includes $30 million for his alma 
mater, Marquette University Law 
School; $10 million for a proposed 
UW-Milwaukee School of Public 
Health; $3 million for the 
Milwaukee Jewish Federation; and 
$1.5 million for the United Way of 
Greater Milwaukee. The city is 
grateful for his generosity. (Lisa 
Kaiser) 


Milwaukee Art Museum 
700 N. Art Museum Drive, 224-3200 

The Santiago Calatrava addition to the Milwaukee Art Museum has gained interna- 
tional attention—not only from architectural scholars, but also from ad agencies eager 
to use its distinctive birdlike configuration (or is it a sailboat grounded on the shore?) 
as a visual hook. More importantly, it has become the symbol of Milwaukee and a 
must-see for out-of-town visitors. An art museum, of course, is ultimately important 
for the art it houses and the role it plays in its community. The Milwaukee Art 
Museum boasts a collection that includes Picasso, Rodin, Monet, Degas and Rothko 
Its outreach programs, family studios and classes are bridges to the community 
(David Luhrssen) 

Runners-up: Oriental Theatre, City Hall 


MOST TRUSTED PUBLIC OFFICIAL 
MOST BELOVED POLITICIAN 
U.S. Sen. Russ Feingold 

It's the unlikeliest of stories—a guy from 
somewhere called Janesville, Wis., becomes 
the conscience of the country during a 
murky and ominous Global War on Terror. 
Feingold has consistently spoken up on dif- 
ficult moral and political issues—such as 
domestic spying without a court order, tor- 
ture, bringing the troops home and clean 
campaigns—when no one else would dare 
speak the truth about the dangers that lie 
ahead. And who can forget that he was the 
lone vote against the Patriot Act enacted 
shortly after 9/11, a position that now seems 
to be the most courageous vote of this polit- 
ical era? Feingold may have an edge over his 
colleagues by staying in touch with his con- 
stituents. He visits all 72 Wisconsin counties 
each year, getting an earful at listening ses- 
sions. Maybe that’s why he’s loved and 
trusted by this state. (L.K.) 

Runners-up Most Trusted 
Official: Tom Barrett, Scott Walker 

Runners-up Beloved Politician: Herb Kohl, 
Tom Barrett 


Public 


ACTIVIST 
Bill Sell 

His Urban Manifesto spells out exactly 
why Milwaukee loves Bill Sell: “CLAIM: I am 
Milwaukee. I am the face of Milwaukee, its 
fellow worker, its lover, its dinner companion. 
I believe in neighbors, that people were 
evolved to live close, and work near their chil- 


SHEPHERD EXPRESS 


dren. I gladly share this pen with the person I | 


meet on the bus. He writes a phone number 
and so it may be that the city works for him. I 
gladly share my house, garden and sidewalk, 
my alley, county park and freeway. I believe 
in public space which, enjoyed, is the guaran- 
tor of my private space, my right to speak and 
play.” 

Sell is Milwaukee's champion of mass tran- 
sit, of biking the Hoan Bridge, of ending gun 
violence and of being a good neighbor. And 
we're glad the city recognizes him as our Best 
Activist. (L.K) 

Runners-up: MacCanon Brown, Dorota 
Pruski 


STATE LEGISLATOR 
Rep. Jon Richards 

With so much dissension in Madison, it’s 
nice to know that Milwaukee has a strong 
progressive advocate in the state Capitol 
Richards is working hard for city residents by 


urging the passage of a sane, universal health | 


care package for Wisconsinites; protection for 
the Great Lakes and Milwaukee beaches; and 
reproductive freedom for women Richards, 


who once volunteered for Mother Teresa in | 


Calcutta, is also generous with his time and 
attention when he’s not in the Capitol. You 
can spot him around town whenever you're 
doing anything interesting. (L.K.) 

Runners-up: Sen. Lena Taylor, Rep 
Sheldon Wasserman 


MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
SUPERVISOR 
Gerry Broderick 

Broderick is one of Milwaukee's renais- 
sance men. He’s been an art teacher and a 
cop, a small business owner and now a pub- 
lic servant. As the representative of the East 
Side, Downtown and Shorewood on the 
Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors, | 


details and doesn’t forget about the little guy 
He asks sharp questions in meetings, often 
getting others to reveal what they didn’t 
intend to talk about. And he has helped to 
establish the city’s Housing Trust Fund, 
which will help residents find and secure 
affordable housing. In his low-key, no-non- 
sense way, Murphy doesn’t seem to pursue 
an agenda beyond doing what's right for the 


he’s a strong progressive advocate for both | “ty (LK) 
sane fiscal policies and the parks. The two | Runners-up: Michael D’Amato, Tony 
goals are not mutually exclusive. This past | Zielinski 


year, Broderick wanted to ask county resi- 
dents if they would support a sales tax to help 
fund the parks and other services and cultur- 
al institutions; Milwaukee County Executive 
Scott Walker, possibly afraid of what voters | 
want, vetoed that proposal. Broderick also 
sounded the alarm about Walker's attempt to 
do a land swap involving Bender Park prop- 
erty, which would have provided an opening 
for the privatization of the parks. Broderick 


LOCAL CHARACTER 
John McGivern 

A nationally known actor, writer and 
comedian, John McGivern is the single 
most recognizable figure in Milwaukee 
theater today. In addition to a number of 
annual one-man shows, McGivern often 
appears in full-cast Milwaukee theater 
productions and does regular mono- 


wants to keep the parks as they were intend- logues for local TV and radio. His work 

ed—run by the public for the public good. | this season includes a challenging, quick- 

(LK) change, multiple-role performance in 
Runners-up: Marina Dimitrijevic, Dan | Next Act Theatre's production of The 

Devine Mystery of Irma Vep: A Penny Dreadful in 

April. (Russ Bickerstaff) 
MILWAUKEE Runners-up: “Freeway” Mike McCarter, 
ALDERPERSON Art Kumbalek 


Michael Murphy 

Milwaukee’s West Side got a good deal 
when it elected Murphy in a special election 
in 1989. Murphy is a clear common-sense 
voice on the Milwaukee Common Council, a 
representative who cares about a deal’s | 421-8881 


ANIMAL RESCUE GROUP 
Companion Animal Resource 
& Adoption Center 


5300 S. 76th St. (Southridge Mall 
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